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O’Fallon’s spectacular mill fire of 1972

O’Fallon 
Historical Society

Quarterly
O’Fallon, Illinois

The Tiedemann Mill was a 19th century testament of 
O’Fallon’s roots until it burned down Nov. 11, 1972. The 
fire started Sat afternoon and wasn’t brought under control 
until late Saturday evening.  Eighty firefighters responded 
from O’Fallon, Fairview Heights, Lebanon, East Side, 
Belleville, French Village and Signal Hill.  1.5 million gallons 
were used to fight the fire.  With its destruction, O’Fallon’s 
downtown changed.  (Photo by Jack Brown)

The program on Nov. 16 will be a presentation for 
Veterans Day given by Brian Keller and Maurice Hesse. 
Maurice will narrate a slide show with photos from the 
World War II Memorial Tour he took Sept. 6-21, 2001 in 
Europe. 

The Dec. 21 meeting will be the annual OHS Christmas 
party to which members should bring enough treats for 
15-20 people.   

Besides the January “Show-and Tell,” the June potluck 
at the Joseph farm, and the December Christmas party, 
other 2011 program topics may include the War of 1812, 
an O’Fallon Mystery Night, cemetery photography, Civil 
War soldiers, and school history.  

If a member has an idea for a program or would like to 
present a topic, please, notify Linda Potter or Brian Keller. 

The museum has hosted a slew of visitors over 
the summer, including the 50th Reunion of O’Fallon 
Township High School, children from St. Clare School, 
Boy Scout troops, and Downtown O’Fallon Pumpkin 
Patch, which brought in more than 140 children and 
adults.

Historical Society’s programs: past & future

The OHS is trying to collect copies of all grade school 
class photos from the 1800’s to present before they are lost 
forever.  This includes all feeder grade schools that are in 
the current O’Fallon Township High School District 203.  

Some are online under “Photos” on the OHS 
webpage.  You can bring your copies to the museum, we’ll 
scan them while you wait; or you can mail or email us a 
copy; or you can bring/mail your originals and donate to 
the museum. Please include all names you can identify. 

We’re looking for volunteers to work with the Central 
School, St. Clare School and Shiloh School archives.  Call 
the museum number or 618-207-8334 for further info.

O’Fallon school district photos wanted



The O’Fallon Historical Society Quarterly is a publication of the 
O’Fallon Historical Society, founded in May 1988 and is a 501(c)3 
tax exempt organization.

O’Fallon Historical Society, Inc.
101 W. State Street, P.O. Box 344

O’Fallon, Illinois 62269-0344
(618) 624-8409  Email: ohs@ofallonhistory.net

Website: www.ofallonhistory.net
Meetings with programs - 3rd Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

Officers						      Directors
Brian Keller, President		              Mary Wiechert, 2011
Linda Potter, Vice President	           		  Gerald Worms, 2012
Dorothy Falk, Acting Secretary	     	       Bill Peach, 2013
Maurice Hesse, Treasurer
Andree Swanson, OHS Quarterly Editor

Museum Hours: Wed, Fri, Sat 1-4 p.m.
Member--Illinois Association of Museums
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Jim Ettling (top left) uses a bobcat 
to move a safe into the museum, 
while Jerry Worms and Ralph Keller 
watch. Jean Jenner donated the 
Ohlendorf & Thomas implement 
and hardware store safe, which is so 
heavy, it had to be strategically placed 
over a support beam in the museum 
building. The safe still locks, but 
visitors can open it to see the interior.

Ohlendorf & Thomas started on 
East First State in 1904. Presumably 
the safe dates to then.  

A big job for a big donation

Donations from O’Fallon’s 
history are flowing steadily into the 
museum. 

Among this quarter’s donors: 
Virginia Badgley, Mary Helen 
Bevirt, Judy Eckert Clevidence, 
Ned Drolet, Mike Dulle, Dorothy 

Falk, Shirley Goodnick, Lucille 
Gross, Maurice Hesse, H.G. 
“Norm” Hudson, Heather James, 
Jean Jenner, Brian Keller, Armin 
Klemme, Janice Lillie, Arline 
Magee, Millard Marshall, Mike 
McCollough, Mary Ellen Mitchell, 

City of O’Fallon (Planning and 
Zoning), O’Fallon Township 
Rummage Sale, Paul’s Frame & 
Art, Lois Perschbacher, LaDoris 
Sturman, Inez Sollis Vitale, Greg 
and Diane Zelinske, and Joyce 
Zimmerman. 

O’Fallon Historical Society museum continues to grow, thanks to donors
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O’Fallon Residents in 1892, perhaps those over 18 or 21			 
Transcribed by Dorothy Falk and Linda Potter 			 
			 

Source:  1891-1892 Belleville City Directory with appendum Farmers and Land Owners.			
			 

This is a listing of the residents of the village of O’Fallon and the farmers and land owners where at least one 
parcel of the owner’s land is in O’Fallon Twp or the farmer’s post office is O’Fallon. 

O’Fallon:  adopted charter 1874. Election in town hall 3d Tuesday in April.  President is elected annually; 
three trustees elected each year for a term of two years.  Is situated on the the O & M R R and on the branch 
of L & N R R; nearest banking point Belleville, the county seat; has about 1100 population; flour mill, etc, W 
U Tel, Adams Ex; B McGeehon, postmaster.
Page Name Occupation Post Office

660 Aberer, O works in St Louis O'Fallon

660 Adams Ex Co W A Wheeler, agent O'Fallon

660 Albert, Henderson laborer O'Fallon

660 Alexander, John coal miner O'Fallon

660 Alexander, Wm coal miner O'Fallon

660 Althof, Fritz cooper O'Fallon

660 Anstet, John proprietor O'Fallon House O'Fallon

660 Bailey, Charles farmer O'Fallon

660 Bailey, Elizabeth widow of Sam O'Fallon

660 Baptist Church no regular pastor O'Fallon

660 Baumont, Levi saloon O'Fallon

660 Bayet, John coal miner O'Fallon

660 Bechtold, Herman physician O'Fallon

660 Behrens, August blacksmith O'Fallon

660 Bender, Vandeline cooper O'Fallon

660 Bender, Wendelien cooper O'Fallon

660 Benken, Henry coal miner O'Fallon

660 Bequeret, Albert clerk for E Tiedemann O'Fallon

660 Bergadeen, Hy coal miner O'Fallon

660 Bernhardt, Hy coal miner O'Fallon

660 Bernhardt, Jacob coal miner O'Fallon

660 Bernhardt, Michael hotel O'Fallon

660 Berns, August blacksmith O'Fallon

660 Beteau, Theodore coal miner O'Fallon

660 Bolbach, Charles laborer O'Fallon

660 Bousart, Charles clerk for E Tiedemann O'Fallon

660 Bowler, George W justice of peace O'Fallon

660 Brantner, Amelia, Miss seamtress at L & J Landgraf O'Fallon

660 Breaur, Annie, Miss seamtress at L & J Landgraf O'Fallon

660 Bridges, Alonzo tinner for C H Darrow O'Fallon

660 Brockhorn, Henry laborer O'Fallon

660 Budina, Gustav lumber dealer & insurance agent O'Fallon

660 Carriel, Henry machinist O'Fallon

660 Carroll, Amelia, Miss school teacher O'Fallon

660 Carroll, John coal miner O'Fallon
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660 Cartwright, John retired O'Fallon

660 Clark, Hy (col'd) teamster O'Fallon

660 Clausel, Gustav laborer O'Fallon

660 Clemens, Jordan engineer O'Fallon

660 Condran, Jas coal miner O'Fallon

660 Cook, Mathew laborer O'Fallon

660 Corbridge, Lillie, Miss domestic for  E F Tiedemann O'Fallon

660 Coupin, Wm laborer O'Fallon

660 Crossley, Alfred coal miner O'Fallon

660 Crowson, Elihu foreman at mine O'Fallon

660 Crowson, Fred clerk in E St Louis O'Fallon

660 Crowson, Precilla, Miss   -- O'Fallon

660 Crowson, Wm miner & coal dealer O'Fallon

660 Crowson, Wm, Jr engineer O'Fallon

660 Dandelion, John coal miner O'Fallon

660 Daniels, Henry coal miner O'Fallon

660 Dare, Jas A coal miner O'Fallon

660 Darrow, Chas H stoves, tinware & agriculture implements O'Fallon

660 Darrow, Geo L Parker & Darrow creamery O'Fallon

660 Davis, Evan coal miner O'Fallon

660 Davis, Henrietta, Miss   -- O'Fallon

660 Deisher, Geo H engine pump house, O & M R R O'Fallon

660 Detsap, Geo laborer O'Fallon

660 Distler, Chas teamster O'Fallon

660 Distler, Sarah widow of John O'Fallon

660 Dressel, Chas teamster O'Fallon

660 Dressel, Henry laborer O'Fallon

660 Drozda, Ann, Miss clerk for D Hammer O'Fallon

660 Dunmead, Wm laborer O'Fallon

660 Dunn, Daniel physician O'Fallon

660 Edwards, Ellen widow of Wm O'Fallon

660 Eschenfelder, Benj bartender for E Tiedemann O'Fallon

660 Evangelical German Lutheran Church Karl Pleger, pastor; services 10:30am every Sunday O'Fallon

661 Evans, Francis M laborer O'Fallon

661 Evans, Jane, Miss   -- O'Fallon

661 Ewald, Peter apprentice O'Fallon

661 Faith, Conrad coal miner O'Fallon

661 Feicht, John coal miner O'Fallon

661 Fischer, Louis bookkeeper for C Tiedemann O'Fallon

661 Fischer, Louisa, Miss   -- O'Fallon

661 Fischer, Mary A, Miss   -- O'Fallon

661 Fischer, Wm F cigar manufacturer O'Fallon

661 Fotlear, Jos works at mill O'Fallon

661 Frankenberg, Henry butcher for C Schafer O'Fallon

661 Fritz, Catharine domestic for S Smiley O'Fallon

661 Furman -- widow O'Fallon

661 Gaertner, John stoves and tinware O'Fallon

661 Gardner, Fk clerk coal mine O'Fallon

661 Geiser, Mary, Miss domestic for J Anstet O'Fallon
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661 German Evangelical Lutheran Church Karl Pleger, pastor; services 10:30am every Sunday O'Fallon

661 Goetz, Ernst works at mill O'Fallon

661 Goetz, Henry coal miner O'Fallon

661 Graff, John cooper O'Fallon

661 Green, Geo clerk for E Tiedemann O'Fallon

661 Gross, Herman blacksmith O'Fallon

661 Gueterman, Daniel tailor, boards at Scher O'Fallon

661 Hammer, David bakery O'Fallon

661 Harding, Thos coal miner O'Fallon

661 Harrison, Emma widow of John O'Fallon

661 Helmann, Christ blacksmith O'Fallon

661 Henry, August cooper O'Fallon

661 Henry, Gust works at mill O'Fallon

661 Henry, Philip telegraph operator O'Fallon

661 Heyde, Philip miller O'Fallon

661 Heyer, Lena widow of Henry O'Fallon

661 Hill, Richard coal miner O'Fallon

661 Hoffmann, Julia, Miss   -- O'Fallon

661 Holdhouse, Christena L, Miss domestic for C Tiedemann O'Fallon

661 Horein, John hotel O'Fallon

661 Housam, Clara, Miss   -- O'Fallon

661 Housam, Nellie, Miss   -- O'Fallon

661 Housam, Wm coal miner O'Fallon

661 Housam, John coal miner O'Fallon

661 Isch Grocery Co general merchandise O'Fallon

661 Isch, A sec & treas of Isch Groc O'Fallon

661 Isch, Jos P president of Isch Groc O'Fallon

661 Isch, N Isch Grocery Co O'Fallon

661 Jaeger, Albert coal miner O'Fallon

661 Johnson, Fred coal miner O'Fallon

661 Johnston, Emma widow of John O'Fallon

661 Kampmeyer, Nellie, Miss domestic for E F Tiedemann O'Fallon

661 Kampmeyer, Rudolph laborer O'Fallon

661 Keil, Frederick carpenter O'Fallon

661 Keil, John laborer O'Fallon

661 Keiser, Mathew laborer O'Fallon

661 Keiser, Peter laborer O'Fallon

661 Kenedy, John coal miner O'Fallon

661 Kirgan, Frank janitor public school O'Fallon

661 Kirgan, Simon S laborer O'Fallon

661 Knowlton, Melisa widow of Fron O'Fallon

661 Kolb, John miller O'Fallon

661 Kolb, John C miller O'Fallon

661 Korbridge, Jos coal miner O'Fallon

661 Krause, Bernardt physician O'Fallon

661 Kreuse, Bernardt watch maker & jeweler O'Fallon

661 Ladd, Wm coal miner O'Fallon

661 Landgraf L & J milliners & dressmakers O'Fallon

661 Landgraf, Jess, Miss L & J Landgraf O'Fallon
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661 Landgraf, Joseph saloon O'Fallon

661 Landgraf, Lizzie, Miss L & J Landgraf O'Fallon

661 Landwehr, Louis wagon maker O'Fallon

661 Landwehr, Louis wagon maker O'Fallon

662 Lang, John cooper O'Fallon

662 Lang, Theobald cooper O'Fallon

662 Lawrence, John clerk for J Taylor O'Fallon

662 Lehmann, John cooper O'Fallon

662 Lehmann, Wm barber shop O'Fallon

662 Leistrite, Ernst laborer O'Fallon

662 Lewis, Thomas coal miner O'Fallon

662 Lintner, John coal miner O'Fallon

662 Lurtz, Julius harness & saddlery O'Fallon

662 Lurtz, Louisa, Miss domestic M Bernhardt O'Fallon

662 Mace, Eugene S engineer RR O'Fallon

662 Mace, M A dentist at Remich's drug store, resides Belleville O'Fallon

662 Mackin, Thomas saloon O'Fallon

662 Martin, George carpenter O'Fallon

662 Martin, Lizzie, Miss seamtress L & J Landgraf O'Fallon

662 Mattews, Christ painter O'Fallon

662 Mayer, Annie, Miss   -- O'Fallon

662 Mayer, Chas meat market O'Fallon

662 Mayer, Clara, Miss   -- O'Fallon

662 Mayer, Ida, Miss   -- O'Fallon

662 McFarland, David C   -- O'Fallon

662 McGeehon, Brice post master O'Fallon

662 McGeehon, James K physician O'Fallon

662 McGeehon, Samuel clerk for E Tiedemann O'Fallon

662 McGinley, James clerk at Isch Grocery Co O'Fallon

662 McGuire, Robert laborer O'Fallon

662 McHenry, John E agent L & N RR O'Fallon

662 Meng, Fred works at mill, boards at M Wachter O'Fallon

662 Methodist Episcopal church -- Hennessy, pastor O'Fallon

662 Miller, Joseph butcher for C Schafer O'Fallon

662 Miller, Stephen laborer O'Fallon

662 Minder, Peter coal miner O'Fallon

662 Molles, Andrew wagon maker O'Fallon

662 Morningstar, Barbara widow of Valentine O'Fallon

662 Morningstar, Peter retired O'Fallon

662 Mossner, Julia widow of Melchor O'Fallon

662 Nevill, Chas laborer O'Fallon

662 O'Fallon Coal Mines Joseph Taylor, proprietor O'Fallon

662 O'Fallon Public Schools Robert Steel, principal O'Fallon

662 Ohio & Mississippi RR Wm A Wheeler, agent O'Fallon

662 Orst, Margaret widow of Victor O'Fallon

662 Ostle, Harry coal miner O'Fallon

662 Otstott, Daniel painter, boards at M Wachter O'Fallon

662 Owen, James E news dealer & notary O'Fallon

662 Owens, Mary widow of Owen O'Fallon
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662 Parker & Darrow creamery O'Fallon

662 Parker, William S Parker & Darrow creamery O'Fallon

662 Pequeret, And W blacksmith O'Fallon

662 Pequeret, Jos A blacksmith O'Fallon

662 Pickert, Emma, Miss domestic for G Budina O'Fallon

662 Pierron, Frank carpenter O'Fallon

662 Pierron, Peter carpenter O'Fallon

662 Pierson, Charlotte widow of David O'Fallon

662 Pleger, Karl pastor Evang Luth Church O'Fallon

662 Poetzinger, Geo driver for M Wachter O'Fallon

662 Poignee, George coal driver O'Fallon

662 Poignee, John C clerk O'Fallon

662 Poignee, Mary, Miss   -- O'Fallon

662 Poignee, Saloma widow of Frank O'Fallon

662 Pope, Margaret, Miss domestic for J Taylor O'Fallon

662 Post, Henry watchmaker, notions etc O'Fallon

663 Drube, William father in charge Roman Catholic Ch O'Fallon

663 Powell, Elizabeth, Miss   -- O'Fallon

663 Powell, Mary widow of William H & carpet weaver O'Fallon

663 Powell, William laborer O'Fallon

663 Raffle, Rosa, Miss domestic for J Horan O'Fallon

663 Raymond, Andrew laborer at mill O'Fallon

663 Redmond, James farmer O'Fallon

663 Reimenn, Anton laborer O'Fallon

663 Remelius, Richard agriculture implements O'Fallon

663 Remick, George E druggist O'Fallon

663 Reno, Susan widow of Louis O'Fallon

663 Rheinhardt, Mathew S laborer O'Fallon

663 Richard, Geo A village marshal O'Fallon

663 Roberts, David coal miner O'Fallon

663 Roberts, Rich coal miner O'Fallon

663 Russell, Jane widow of William O'Fallon

663 Schaffer, Chas meat market & pork packer O'Fallon

663 Schaffer, Daniel retired O'Fallon

663 Schaffer, Frk watchman at mill O'Fallon

663 Schaffer, Henry butcher for C Schaffer O'Fallon

663 Schaffer, John butcher O'Fallon

663 Schaffer, Jules    barber      O'Fallon

663 Schalter, Rose widow O'Fallon

663 Schau, Ferdinand carpenter O'Fallon

663 Scher, Geo merchant tailor O'Fallon

663 Schildknecht, Henry A harness & saddlery O'Fallon

663 Schluter, George coal miner O'Fallon

663 Schmidt, Charles laborer O'Fallon

663 Schmitt, Jacob laborer O'Fallon

663 Schnachner, Christ cooper O'Fallon

663 Schoeckner, John laborer O'Fallon

663 Schoellkopf, Catherine, Miss clerk for E Tiedemann O'Fallon

663 Schwartz, Leonard cooper O'Fallon
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663 Schwartz, Rosa widow of George O'Fallon

663 Scott, Clarisa widow of Benj O'Fallon

663 Scott, Elizabeth widow of Isaac O'Fallon

663 Scott, Julian W physician O'Fallon

663 Scott, Mary widow of Henry O'Fallon

663 Scott, Mary, Miss   -- O'Fallon

663 Shoelkup, Kate clerk for Tiedemann O'Fallon

663 Simmons, Annie, Miss   -- O'Fallon

663 Simmons, Levi mayor, police magistrate, notary & assessor O'Fallon

663 Simpson, George W laborer O'Fallon

663 Simpson, Thos coal miner O'Fallon

663 Sisters of Precious Blood school & nunnery O'Fallon

663 Sleighter, George coal miner O'Fallon

663 Smiley, Salina, Mrs   -- O'Fallon

663 Smiley, Samuel retired O'Fallon

663 Spargo, Frank coal miner O'Fallon

663 St Clair Roman C Church William Drube, father in charge O'Fallon

663 Steele, Robert principal of school O'Fallon

663 Taylor, Joseph general merchandise O'Fallon

663 Taylor, Samuel clerk for J Taylor O'Fallon

663 Thoma, Alex carpenter O'Fallon

663 Thorp, Edw coal miner O'Fallon

663 Thorp, Mary widow of William O'Fallon

663 Thorp, Wm H coal miner O'Fallon

663 Thurston, Nelson coal miner O'Fallon

663 Tiedemann, Charles flouring mill O'Fallon

663 Tiedemann, Detrich F civil engineer O'Fallon

663 Tiedemann, E F physician O'Fallon

663 Tiedemann, Ernst general merchandise O'Fallon

663 Tiedemann, Helena, Miss res O'Fallon

663 Tiedemann, Louisa, Miss   -- O'Fallon

663 Tiedemann, Sophia, Miss   -- O'Fallon

663 Tiedemann, Wilhelmina widow of Fredrich O O'Fallon

663 Toman, Anna widow O'Fallon

663 Umbarger, Fannie, Miss   -- O'Fallon

663 Umbarger, James H carpenter O'Fallon

663 Umbarger, Jessie, Miss   -- O'Fallon

663 Wachter, Annie, Miss   -- O'Fallon

663 Wachter, H clerk for M Wachter O'Fallon

664 Wachter, Josephine, Miss   -- O'Fallon

664 Wachter, Michael hotel O'Fallon

664 Wade, Frank W teacher public school O'Fallon

664 Ward, Woolfore coal miner O'Fallon

664 Weichert, Herman engineer at mill O'Fallon

664 Weil, Suse, Miss   -- O'Fallon

664 Weisbrod, Henry cooper O'Fallon

664 Weisbrod, Hy works in cooper shop O'Fallon

664 Weisbrod, Julius barber for W Lehmann O'Fallon

664 Western Union Tel Co W A Wheeler, agt O'Fallon
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664 Wetmore, Hy D teamster O'Fallon

664 Whaley, Jennie (I Jennie?) widow of Jesse O'Fallon

664 Wheeler, Wm A agent O & M RR, WU Tel Co, Adams Exp Co O'Fallon

664 Whitmore, James laborer O'Fallon

664 Wiechert, Herman engineer   O'Fallon

664 Wittig, Margaret, Miss   -- O'Fallon

664 Wittig, W clerk for E Tiedemann O'Fallon

664 Wittig, Wm foreman cooper O'Fallon

664 Wrights, Mary, Miss   -- O'Fallon

664 Wrights, Peter retired O'Fallon

664 Young, August coal miner O'Fallon

664 Yungblut, Henry tinner for J Gaertner O'Fallon

664 Yungblut, Philip shoemaker O'Fallon

664 Zeick, Michael laborer O'Fallon

664 Zidzmann, Catharine widow of Nicholas O'Fallon

664 Zink, Rosa, Miss domestic for P Hyde O'Fallon

664 Zoeller, Christ livery stable O'Fallon

Shiloh: Six miles northeast of Belleville, the judicial seat, and two south of O’Fallon depot, the nearest RR 
station.  Population 200; mail daily; F W Herbst, postmaster.
666 Friedwald, H general store Shiloh

666 Hennesery, Rev Methodist Shiloh

666 Herbst, Frederick blacksmith and wagonmaker Shiloh

666 Herbstritt, B. saloon Shiloh

666 Hess, H. physician Shiloh

666 Hess, Jacob shoemaker Shiloh

666 Kaus, M. barber Shiloh

666 Ley, Joseph shoemaker Shiloh

666 Meyer, John M. saloon Shiloh

666 Schaefer, H physician Shiloh

666 Scott, P carpenter Shiloh

666 Walisser, G carpenter Shiloh

666 Yaeger, Hasse general store Shiloh

Scanning of Progress underway
Greg Zelinski prepares a fragile page from 

the early days of the O’Fallon Progress for 
photographing.

The time-intensive task to digitize the 
O’Fallon Progress will allow researchers who 
cannot come to the museum to have access to 
the information.

The project will take considerable time. Greg 
hopes that other individuals will offer to create 
an index of the pages as well. The indexing can 
be done by volunteers at home. If interested in 
volunteering, please call the museum and leave 
a message.
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Maurice Hesse leads volunteer effort of remake museum; it’s a Must-See!
Inspired by the winter months, 

O’Fallon Historical Society member 
Maurice Hesse took on the monumental 
task of reorganizing the Historical 
Society Museum.

The cleaner, easier to navigate 
building was completed with the help 
of Jim Ettling (who hung shades on 
the second floor), Dorothy Falk, Erica 
Freeman, Joan Houston, Mary Ann 
Joseph, Brian Keller, Ralph Keller, 
Linda Potter, LaDoris Sturman, Andree 
Swanson, Mary Wiechert, Pam Wier, 
Jerry Worms, Greg Zelinski, Diane 
Zelinski, and Joyce Zimmerman. 

Stop by and see it!


